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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

STAFF REPORT 

FROM: Community Development Department 

Prepared by: Brittany Anderson 

SUBJECT: COA2507-081 671 East Main Street (Design Request of Minor Changes to 

an Existing House)  

DATE:   July 24, 2025 

RECOMMENDATION 

HPC to consider the applicant’s design request of minor exterior changes to an existing house located 

at 671 East Main Street as submitted and guided by the City’s Historic District Design Guidelines and 

the City’s Unified Development Code. 

REPORT-IN-BRIEF 

DISCUSSION 

The applicant is requesting design approval for the addition of railing around an existing porch. The 

material will be wood and will be painted SW Pure White. Additionally, the applicant is requesting to 

replace the stone columns with brick. The columns will be the same size and height.  

PORCHES, PATIOS, AND DECKS 

1. Preserve, maintain, or restore original porches and features, including location, outline, height,

roof pitch, and detailing.

2. Do not enclose front porches with permanent walls.

3. Enclose rear or side porches only when necessary and when the visual openness and character

of the original porch is maintained.

4. Add balustrades where none existed originally only when necessary for safety and use

appropriate material in a design compatible with the house style.

5. Do not replace porch steps with materials other than the original.
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Construction and Connection: 

 

1. Preserve, retain, and restore any original railing or enclosed window material.  

2. Retain and/or repair rather than replace deteriorated porch parts.  

3. If replacement of parts is necessary due to severe deterioration, replace with features to match 

in design and materials.  

4. If original elements cannot be determined using photographs or historical resources, order 

similar replacements. Generally, replacement trims, decking, and railings should be 

proportionate to the original and the home. Wood framing is preferred for most residential 

homes unless the original porch was brick or stone.  

5. Retain later-period porches that match modern changes, additions or upgrades with significant 

architectural history.  

6. Screening is permitted if it is on the inner plane of the architectural columns and inner side of 

balustrades to retain visible elements.  

 

Columns and Fenestration:  

 

1. Preserve architectural decoration such as brackets, dentils, gingerbread, “fish-scale” shingles, 

window hoods and lintels and trim work or molding.  

2. If original columns do not exist, replacements can be ordered in contemporary materials such 

as fiberglass-reinforced-plastic (FRP), however ensure that the finish is capable of applying paint, 

manufactured seams are not dominant, and the scale in diameter or width is adequate for the 

porch and the scale of the home.  

3. Replace missing columns or millwork based on accurate duplication or close visual 

approximation of the original.  

4. Generally, do not introduce or substitute any columns of any style not original to the building. 

 

For more information regarding this project, please see the attached application and supporting 

documentation.  

 

CONCURRENCES 

 

FISCAL IMPACT 

 

ALTERNATIVES 

 

Attachments - COA2507-081 Application 
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Description of Materials 

 

 

Brick from North GA Brick.  Brick to match .  

Pressure treated wood to build Railing .    

Sherwin Williams Paint for railing in color Pure White .   












