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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING REPORT

FROM: Community Development Department
BY: Jakob Allen, City Planner
SUBJECT: COA2603-XXX - Design Request for Proposed Master Signage Plan

DATE: 03/23/2026

RECOMMENDATION

Historic Preservation Commission to consider the Applicant’s design request for a proposed master
signage plan for the District on the Etowah multi-family development located at 215 Reformation
Parkway as submitted and guided by the City of Canton’s Historic District Design Guidelines.

DISCUSSION

The Applicant is proposing a master signage plan for the District on the Etowah. As a property zoned
PD-MU (Planned Development — Mixed Use), it is eligible for the creation and possible approval of a
master signage plan.

The first proposed sign is a 3-foot by 12-foot illuminated blade sign with a 6.93-square-foot copy area
installed between the third and fourth floors of the southeast corner of Building 1000. The second
proposed sign is a 21-foot by 3.5-foot illuminated wall sign with a 73.3-square-foot copy area
mounted on an existing concrete wall near the entrance to Building 2000. Finally, there are two
proposed 5-foot by 5-foot non-illuminated address signs with a 19-square-foot copy area apiece
installed on the western elevations of Buildings 1000 and 2000 — one per structure.

Please note that this proposed master signage plan is a possible action item on the agenda for the
April 2, 2026, City Council meeting. If approved, staff recommends a condition allowing the Historic
Preservation Commission to amend the master signage plan prior to the issuance of a Certificate of
Appropriateness.

For additional information, please see the attached application.
RELEVANT HISTORIC GUIDELINES AND STANDARDS

The following standards ought to be considered when reviewing this project to ensure it follows the
City of Canton’s Historic District Design Guidelines.

Phone: 770.704.1500 Fax: 770.704.1538 110 Academy Street Canton, Georgia 30114



Upon approval, a master signage plan shall supersede any conflicting resolutions and regulations for
the property to which it pertains.

ATTACHMENTS — COA2603-XXX Application

Phone: 770.704.1500 Fax: 770.704.1538 110 Academy Street Canton, Georgia 30114
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City of Canton

Community Development Department
110 Academy Street

Canton, GA 30114

DATE: February 6, 2026

RE: Letter of Intent
Master Sign Plan — District on the Etowah

To Whom it May Concern:

The Residential Group is currently under construction with the District on the Etowah project,
located within the Canton Mills Master Plan. The overall development encompasses
approximately 33.13 acres of mixed-use space in downtown Canton, situated between Railroad
Street and the Etowah River. Our specific project is a 280-unit, multi-family residential
community located along the Etowah River, across the railroad tracks. This development is
intended to support the vision of a true “Live, Work, and Play” environment within downtown
Canton.

One of the primary challenges facing our community is its location within the broader Canton
Mills project. The site is landlocked on private property and is not adjacent to any public rights-
of-way. Additionally, the property lies within the Etowah River floodplain. To address this
condition, the finished floor elevation of the community was constructed above the 500-year
flood elevation, requiring significant imported fill. As a result, the site was raised approximately
8 to 12 feet above the existing grade of Reformation Parkway. Furthermore, the multi-family
parcel encompasses just over three acres, necessitating a five-story building configuration. This
creates additional challenges related to scale and visibility. Collectively, these conditions impose
meaningful constraints on providing signage that is both visible and effective for the community.

Accordingly, we are requesting approval of the proposed Master Sign Plan, which consists of
two primary elements.

First, a wall sign (21” x 3.5, 8.5’ from grade) is proposed at the courtyard entrance for Building
2000. This sign would be mounted on an existing site wall and enhanced with additional fagade
treatment to distinguish it from the exposed concrete background. The sign is elevated above
existing grade and oriented to the north, allowing visibility for vehicles as they travel around the
AutoZone site after entering from the intersection of Waleska Street and Reformation Parkway.

7100 Peachtree Dunwoody Rd, Suite 200, Atlanta, GA 30328



Second, a blade sign (3’ x 12°, 36” from grade) is proposed between the third and fourth floors
on the southeast corner of Building 1000. This sign would be positioned above the adjacent
Canton Mill structure, allowing it to be visible within vehicle sightlines after crossing the
railroad tracks from the intersection of Railroad Street and Reformation Parkway.

Due to existing buildings and the depth of the community within the development, neither sign
will be visible from the public right-of-way.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please let us know if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

The Residential Group, LLC
Kurt R. Alexander

Principal

cc: File
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