
CASE VAR2606-002

PLANNING & ZONING STAFF REPORT
July 15, 2026

Case Numbers: VAR2606-003

Applicant: Lindsey Banks

Property Owner: Lindsey Banks

Property Address: 771 East Main Street
Canton, GA 30114

Council Ward: Ward 2 – Tolan/Roach

Parcel Number: 91N21 111 (14-0195-0077)

Current Zoning: R-4 (Single family residential, 4,000 square feet)

Character Area/
Future Land Use: HTNS – Historic/Traditional Neighborhood-Stable

Acreage: +/- 0.30ac

Current Use: Single-family detached residence

REQUEST

The Applicant seeks following variance:

(1) Reduce the required side and rear setbacks for accessory structures from 10’ to 0' –
UDC 104.02.01.A(2) and 104.02.02.C(2)

SITE

The subject property is located along the south of East Main Street between Roy Street and 
Crisler Street. The property is currently occupied by a single-family detached residence and 
detached carport. The Applicant’s intent is to construct an accessory structure to the rear of the 
home and existing detached carport.

The subject property is located within the Historic District and is subject to the review of the 
Historic Preservation Commission.
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SURROUNDING USES 

North Office / Single-family detached 
residential 

O-I/R-4 

South Single-family detached residential R-4 
East Single-family detached residential R-4 
West Single-family detached residential R-4 

 

VARIANCE 

Consider the following criteria as it pertains to proposed variance requests: 

1. The grant of the variance will not be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare or 
injurious to property or improvements; 
 

2. The variance request is based on conditions that are  
a. Unique to the subject property;  
b. Not generally applicable to other properties in the same zoning district; 

 
3. Because of the particular conditions, shape, size, orientation, or topographic conditions, 

the strict application of the requirements of this zoning ordinance would deprive the 
property owner of rights and privileges enjoyed by other similarly situated property 
owners; 
 

4. The requested variance does not go beyond the minimum necessary to afford relief and 
does not constitute a grant of special privilege inconsistent with the limitations of other 
similarly situated properties; 
 

5. The literal interpretation and strict application of the applicable provisions or requirements 
of this zoning ordinance would cause undue hardship or practical difficulty, as 
distinguished from a mere inconvenience; and 
 

6. The requested variance would be consistent with the spirit and purpose of this zoning 
ordinance and the comprehensive plan. 

 

CONDITIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 

Should the Board of Appeals consider approving the requested variance(s), the following 
conditions of approval should be considered: 

 

Any possible conditions of approval will be presented at the Public Hearing. 













Letter of Intent  

A variance request is being made with the City of Canton on (.30) acres of land located 
at 771 East Main Street, being more particularly described in Map Book 91N21 and 
Parcels 111. 

The request for a variance to 104.02.02.C(2) and 104.02.01.A(2) in order to reduce 
setbacks from the required 10 feet to 0 feet so that the lot can accommodate an 
accessory dwelling unit (ADU) without impeding the existing driveway. 

The current zoning requirements create a hardship in that the width of the pre-approved 
city plan is such that it would result in the left side of the structure being placed over 
more than half of the driveway, which would prevent a car from being able to pass 
between to access the garage.   

Additionally, the former owner bifurcated the land parcel to sell what is now the lot 
behind the property and, when doing so, did not square off my lot, which results in a 
space that could not, with the existing structures, accommodate an ADU. 

The ADU will be located in a back right corner and will not be near structures on any of 
the adjoining properties; the side of the ADU will have 29 feet on the line adjoining with 
751 East Main Street and 13 feet on the lot behind it that faces Teasley Street. The 
proposed placement does not encroach on adjoining parcels and will not affect access, 
light, or privacy for neighboring properties.  

Additional relevant information includes the fact that the property was inherited with a 
carport that is already on the lot line. It is based on this that the driveway continues past 
the carport to access the garage at the back of the house. 

The ADU will tie aesthetically tie into the existing house with no peculiar conditions to 
the property.  

If granted, this relief would not cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair 
the purpose and intent of the Zoning Code. Specifically, no light or air supply or street 
congestion would be impacted; nor impair the health, safety, comfort or general welfare 
of city residents. 
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