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Housing & Urban Redevelopment Ken Patton

Housing Initiatives Director

Discussion and Possible Action to Approve the Letter of Support for the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) Pro Housing Grant 
Application

Please see attached memo.

Staff recommends a motion to approve the Letter of Support for the ARC Pro Housing Grant Application.

1. Memo  2. HUD Pro Housing Brochure  3. Letter of Support

✔

✔

10/3/24

10/3/24



 
memo 

To: City Council Members 

From:  Ken Patton 

CC:   

Date: September  

Re: Resolution of Support for ARC Pro Housing Grant 

Comments: ARC is moving forward on the regional application to the HUD PRO Housing Grant. 
Below is the City of Canton portion of the application: 
 
City of Canton (Cherokee County): Canton, a priority geography, has created a 
forgivable down payment assistance program; zoning reform to allow ADUs and 
provide pre-approved plans, reduced permitting; zoning reform through adopted 
cottage ordinance; creation of a Housing Trust Fund and adoption of inclusionary 
zoning ordinance, which provided the funds for its first contribution. Canton has 
leaned into affordability programs and policies with the creation of the Canton 
Housing Team within the city government. The City of Canton has adopted a 
Cottage Ordinance and approved ADUs citywide. ADUs include an optional pre-
designed plan for faster permitting and pre-design plan is free of charge to 
residents. Canton is in year two of the Georgia Department of Community Affairs 
GICH program and is conditionally eligible for Georgia Rural Workforce Development 
funds for infrastructure. Canton is working with Cherokee County to create a 
Cherokee County Land Bank. The city also seeks to create a Canton Land Trust and 
has identified two parcels of city-owned land for affordable housing for which they 
seek pre-development assistance and plan to apply for Rural Workforce Funds for 
infrastructure cost. The PRO Housing Grant, if awarded, would provide technical 
support for Housing Trust Fund resources and identification of other funding 
resources for housing; technical support for pre-development of city lots; technical 
support for development of land bank (Cherokee County) and land trust; and 
community education and engagement. 
 
Proposed grant activities: 
 
City of Canton: Technical support / policies and procedures to join the Cherokee 
Land Bank (when established), identify land pipeline, identify funding resources for 
the Housing Trust Fund and establish procedures to allocate funding, create a 
feasibility study for a Land Trust including recommended policies and procedures, 
and pre-development work for an identified pilot project. 
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September 17, 2024 
Ms. Kristin Allin 
Senior Planner, Housing Lead 
Atlanta Regional Commission 
229 Peachtree Street  
Suite 100 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
 

Re: Funding Commitment Leverage for the 2024 HUD PRO Housing Grant 

 

Dear Ms. Allin: 

This letter is to express the support of the City of Canton, Georgia and to document our commitment 
to support the 2024 HUD PRO Housing grant proposal from the Atlanta Regional Commission, to 
provide technical support to create and expand available tools and resources, including housing trust 
funds, land banks, and land trusts to further local and regional housing capability. 

The City of Canton will be providing the following in-kind share (match) contribution during the 
duration of the project to support the technical support projects PRO Housing tasks and regional 
efforts identified in the application. The value of the commitment is calculated as follows: 

Housing Initiatives Director: in-kind calculation of hours (5X52X55) for years 2025-2030: 
$71,500.009 

The total in-kind share cost is $71,500.00. The source of this support is the Canton general revenue.  

In addition, the City of Canton has identified one (1) parcel of land to be used for affordable 
housing and to be activated through PRO Housing grant funding. These properties are assessed at a 
combined value of $415,900.00 and will be used as a source of leverage for this grant. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Bill Grant 

Mayor 

City of Canton    


