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MEMO 

 

TO: Historic Preservation Committee 

 

FROM: Mary Baker, Community Development Intern 

 

CC: Kevin Turner, Community Development Director, and Brittany Anderson, City Planner  

 

SUBJECT: Residential Fence Style Guidelines and Standards  

 

DATE: July 7th, 2025 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
In response to your request for a fence style guide: 

 

To allow fence building approvals to be carried out administratively by city staff, we recommend more detailed 

fence standards for residents to follow. We have researched fence style guides for other cities and their historic 

districts and have attached examples from the Cities of Madison, Savannah, and Rome.  

 

Below, we have also included pictures of the existing fences in the district. We found that most fences along 

Main Street are white picket, and most fences off Main Street are split rail or chain-link. Most of the split rail 

fences had chicken wire on them. The current residential guidelines say to preserve existing walls and fences 

where they are, and wood picket fences may be added in the front or side yard facing the street, but they 

must be stained and painted. Also, if a chain-link fence is appropriate and necessary, it should be a dark color, 

only used in the rear yard, and not allowed to pass the rear façade of the home.  

 

Regarding the general residential fencing requirements, Section 10.2.2 of the code states: 

• A fence or wall not more than four feet in height may project into or enclose that portion of the 

property between the structure and public or private street(s).  

• The fence or wall shall be at least ten feet from the roadway, or off the right-of-way, whichever is 

greater, but in no instance shall the fence or wall cause a sight distance problem to the motoring 

public. 

• A fence or wall may project into or enclose other portions of the side or rear yard of the property 

provided the fence or wall does not exceed a height of eight feet. 

• The decorative or finished side of the fence shall face outward. 
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Should you have any questions, do not hesitate to reach out to us. 

 

 

 

Pictures taken from the Historic District: 
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City of Madison Fence Style Guide: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

City of Savannah Fence Style Guide  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

City of Rome Fence Style Guidelines  




